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man for a perfect life, and for that end must endeavour to develop his mental
o nd physical faculties in a well-balanced fashion. Moral education must be based
on intellectual training. And the method of education should be such that would
encourage an individual to use his capacities voluntarily to acquire knowledge.
Spencer advocated an education which placed importance on the individual

and which aimed at a harmonious adjustment of man to society.

SCIENCE OF EDUCATION ACCORDING TO HELVETIUS
by Hideo Nagaya

A Postgraduate Student of Tokyo Kyoiku University

“A Treatise on Man, his intellectual faculties and his education” by Helvé-
tius published in 1772 included an attempt to establish a science of education.
It'was a plan to build a new science concerning man, using methods of natural
science.

According to Helvétius, what formed man was not natural environment but

«

social conditions, or rather “education™ in a broad sence. In order to recognize
the effects of such “education” and to improve it, a science of education was
necessary. The aim of this science is none other than to establish a sound
political system which would make possible ideal education for the young.

The promotion of such a science would greatly benefit a country, since though
power may temporarily impede the progress of education, society inevitably

changes, and truth eventually will triumph as a thing most beneficial to man.
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